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We used heparin because we occluded the coronary artery
during the operation and because the hearts were beating.
There was no occlusion or stenosis proximal to this site
because these were healthy young calves. We continued the
calves on daily aspirin after the operation, but they were not
given anticoagulants per se. 
Dr Antonio M. Calafiore (Chieti, Italy). I have just a tech-
nical question. What is the minimal size of the coronary
artery for which this technique can be used? Can this tech-
nique be used with the bigger sutures, like 5-0, 4-0, and 2-0,
for valve prostheses? 
Dr Hill. The minimal size coronary artery I think is more
related to the graft size than it is to device size. This device
can accommodate 7-0 or 8-0 suture size. The size of the
anastomosis is going to be more closely related to the size
of the thoracic artery graft and avoiding mismatch with
respect to small coronary sizes and large thoracic artery
sizes. I do not think that this device will limit the surgeon’s
ability to use the smaller sizes that are currently in use.
Normally surgeons do not go lower than 1 mm for coronary
anastomoses. I have grafted smaller than 1-mm arteries
using this device. We performed a previous study in dogs,
which we presented at Utrecht, and many of those coronary
arteries were less than 1 mm.
870 Hill, Maroney, Virmani The Journal of Thoracic and
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